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TENNESSEE YMCA  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 
YMCA CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT  
 
 

May 16, 2016 
Tennessee State Capitol 
NASHVILLE, TN 
 

 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

9:00 – 9:45 AM   Registration    Legislative Plaza Entrance 
 
9:45 – 12:00 PM  Committee Meetings 
 

H-1  House Committee 1   Legislative Plaza 31 
H-2   House Committee 2   Legislative Plaza 30 
H-3   House Committee 3   Legislative Plaza 29 
H-4   House Committee 4   Legislative Plaza 16 
H-5   House Committee 5   Legislative Plaza 12 
S-1   Senate Committee 1   Senate Chambers 
S-2  Senate Committee 2  House Chambers 
S-3  Senate Committee 3  Legislative Lounge 
 
 

12:00 – 1:30 PM  Lunch     See Advisor 
 
1:30 PM    All Meetings Convene 
 
1:30 – 4:00 PM   Red House    House Chambers 

Red Senate    Senate Chambers 
Blue House    Legislative Plaza 12 
Blue Senate    Legislative Plaza 16 

 
4:00 PM    Closing Ceremony   House Chambers 
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TENNESSEE YMCA  
CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Executive Director 
Susan A. Moriarty 
 
Associate Director 
Elise Addington Dugger 
 
Director of West Tennessee District 
Kelley Clack 
 

CONTACTING US 
 
Susan Moriarty 
Office: 615-743-6237 
Cell: 615-482-1857 
smoriarty@ymcamidtn.org  
    
Elise Addington Dugger 
Office: 615-743-6237 
Cell: 901-674-1185 
edugger@tennesseecce.org  
 
Kelley Clack 
Cell: 901-359-3547 
kclack@ymcamemphis.org  
 
Web Address 
www.tennesseecce.org  
 
State Office Address 
YMCA Center for Civic Engagement 
1000 Church Street 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Fax: 888.724.2810 
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Dear Friends,
 

On behalf of the great of State of Tennessee, it is my pleasure to
welcome delegates and guests to the 63rd

 Annual YMCA Youth in
Government Conference. We certainly are pleased you're here and hope
that you enjoy your time in Nashville, especially our beautiful State
Capitol. 
 

I hope you find inspiration as you listen to your peers, participate
in debates, and interact with others who care about making Tennessee
the best it can be. I trust that you will use this experience to become
respectful and engaged citizens in your respective communities. You
are the leaders of tomorrow, and I am certain that you will make our
great state proud. 
 

Again, welcome to Nashville. Enjoy this weekend full of
fascinating conversations, good friends, and fun. Crissy and I send our
very best wishes and hope that your future endeavors are filled with joy
and success.

Warmest regards,    
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Last First School Component Comm. # Bill Number
Abbas Marim Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-7
Adabala Srihita Brentwood  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-1
Afrakhteh Aliya Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-2
Aghili Sunya Brentwood  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-1
Aiken Madelyn Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-3
Akin Liam Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-3
Aldave Iara Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-1
Amsler Jillian Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-4
Amsler Jason Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-5
Atkinson Launna Brentwood  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-5
Ayoub Kerolos Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-2
Ayres Vivienne Hillsboro RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-2
Bailey Griffin Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-7
Baker Gavin Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-5
Balint Michael Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-5
Barbera Kennedy Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-4
Bass Neva Harpeth Hall RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-1
Baugh Patrick Brentwood  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-2
Beachum Alex Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-3
Beard Ben Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-5
Beazley Jared Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-1
Bender Lauren Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-2
Berg Halle Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-2
Blackburn Siler Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-2
Blair Haley Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-3
Bowers Jude Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-5
Bradley Koda Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-1
Brewer Hannah Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-4
Briggs Janet Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-2
Brown Caleb Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-5
Brown Lily Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-3
Brueher Jon Marc Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-1
Bryan Jackson Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-6
Buckner Taylor Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-3
Buechler Ella Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-3
Burgess Colin Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-6
Burns Ashlyn Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-1
Burton Sydney Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-3
Cadaeu Isabelle Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-2
Campbell Devon Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-2
Carollo Hailee Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-2
Cella Anna Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-5
Chang Sophia Brentwood  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-5
Chavez-Salgado Lizzette Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-1
Chen Reaghan Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-4
Chowbey Pooja Brentwood  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-1
Christopher Eva Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-3
Clay Isaac Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-1
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Clay Joshua Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-5
Collins Alayla Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-3
Cone Kolen Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-5
Conn Clayton Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-5
Connor Charles Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-7
Cook Sarah Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-2
Cotton Maddy Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-5
Counts Emma Page  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-3
Craig Grace Hillsboro RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-3
Craig Connor Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-3
Crenshaw Nate Hillsboro RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-4
Cumbee Madison Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-2
Cyr Quinlan Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-2
Dahl Jacob Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-5
Dalenberg Callum Page  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-1
Danial Beshoy Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-1
Daniel Kate Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-4
Darr Christian Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-1
Darr Allie Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-1
Davis Celeste Page  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-4
Daymude Jacob Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-3
DeSantis Jack Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-5
DeSantis Alexa Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-2
Dixit Abhinay Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-5
Dosunmu Ilerioluwa Page  RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-2
Doughtery Connor Hillsboro BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-3
Dyapa Ankitha Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-2
Edgeworth Ladd Brentwood  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-4
Eggleton Alexis Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-6
Elrod Lila Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-2
Ezell Jackson Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-3
Ezell Sam Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-5
Farrell Layla Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-4
Fenelon Nev Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-2
Fields Haley Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-2
Flatt Connor Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-4
Foeder Layne Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-4
Forbes Catherine Brentwood  RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-1
Forbes Alex Brentwood  RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-1
Fournier Jackson Brentwood  RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-3
Fox Lily Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-1
Franca Dillon Page  RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-4
Frost Emalee Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-4
Galaska Oliver Brentwood  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-4
Gamil Mena Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-2
Gardner Alex Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-3
Garner Parks Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-2
Gawthorpe Gabel Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-4
Ghabrial George Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-2
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Glavan Miryana Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-5
Gobble Anna Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-4
Green Frederec Brentwood  RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-3
Greenwood Braydon Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-5
Guevara Anghelo Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-3
Gupta Rohan Brentwood  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-4
Haddix Reagan Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-6
Hall Gunner Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-7
Hall Adah Hillsboro RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-5
Hall Gabe Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-5
Harkness Ethan Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-6
Harrell Hollen Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-4
Harris Sydney Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-2
Harris Brianna Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-3
Hehmeyer Courtney Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-2
Hendrix Nate Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-1
Henke Sam Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-3
Hensiek Sophie Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-1
Hernandez Judith Hillsboro BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-6
Hicks Bradley Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-3
Hillman Michael Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-6
Hooghkirk Valentina Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-2
Hoppe Lorelei Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-1
Huang Belle Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-2
Hudson Ben Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-1
Hughes Grant Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-5
Hunt Thomas Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-5
Hunt Garrett Page  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-3
Hutchens Reece Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-5
Ikejiani Elise Harpeth Hall BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-6
Jacobs Olivia Hillsboro RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-2
Johnson Trevor Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-5
Johnston John Michael Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-4
Jones Emily Hillsboro RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-3
Josselyn Parker Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-2
Katsaitis Eva Hillsboro BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-6
Keeble Sophie Harpeth Hall BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-6
Khan Olivia Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-2
Kirby Kyla Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-4
Kirk Keigen Page  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-3
Kirkland Angel Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-1
Klier Julia Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-7
Knoble Leila Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-6
Kokes Carson Page  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-1
Kollenborn Emily Hillsboro RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-3
Krebs Grayson Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-1
Krishnaswamy Aashna Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-7
Krump Jo Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-4
Lacy Hayden Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-2
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Lamei Ishak Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-1
Lampley Jesse Hillsboro RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-5
Landau Samuel Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-5
Lane Kaylee Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-4
Lang Aidan Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-7
Lee Grace Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-3
Lee Garrett Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-5
Lopez-Rivera John Cameron College Prep RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-4
Mancini David Page  RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-4
Mancini Mica Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-1
Martinez Justin Cameron College Prep RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-2
Martinez Mendez Jennifer Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-1
Maupin Sydney Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-3
McLaurin Andrew Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-5
Mebel Patton Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-2
Memon Sarah Brentwood  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-5
Menko Ben Page  RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-4
Menko Charlotte Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-7
Meyerhoff Patrick Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-6
Milionis Lia Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-2
Miller Kate Harpeth Hall BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-6
Miller Binkley William Page  RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-4
Mills Caroline Brentwood  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-6
Mirza Sareen Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-2
Mondzelewski Josh Brentwood  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-2
Moody Aidan Hillsboro RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-4
Morales Ana Laura Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-4
Morkel Stephen Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-3
Mount Jeffrey Brentwood  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-4
Mount Jeffery Brentwood  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-4
Mullis Amelia Brentwood  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-3
Murray Faith Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-4
Myers Tyler Brentwood  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-2
Myhre Marley Page  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-4
Nasar Farzaan Page  RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-2
Nichols Walt Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-5
Nicholson Mary Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-7
Oldham Isabel Brentwood  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-3
O'Neal Ella Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-6
Owen Caroline Page  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-3
Pappas Mikayla Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-2
Patterson Logan Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-4
Patton Sophia Brentwood  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-6
Peltier Jack Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-4
Pendergrass Micah Page  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-3
Petrie Mitch Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-6
Petrie Drew Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-5
Pfefferkorn Jackson Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-1
Phillips Montgomery Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-5
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Pope Caedan Hillsboro RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-5
Power Asher Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-1
Presnell Elise Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-2
Rader Shali Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-4
Ramanathan Soundharyalakshmi Brentwood  BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-1
Ramjee Ravikiran Brentwood  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-4
Reddy Shri Brentwood  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-5
Regala Nina Hillsboro BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-5
Reyes Cyndie Hillsboro BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-6
Rieschick Paige Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-4
Riley Morgan Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-4
Rizzardi Jessica Hillsboro RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-2
Roark Maia Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-3
Robertson Chase Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-1
Robinson Avery Brentwood  RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-3
Rose Nelson Brentwood  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-4
Rose Grace Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-2
Rovey Carsten Page  RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-2
Rowles Landon Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-1
Rucker Luke Hillsboro RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-4
Russell Morgan Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-2
Ryan Catherine Harpeth Hall RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-1
Saidy Kate Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-2
Sameer Marim Cameron College Prep RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-3
Sartore Abby Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-5
Saurers Ainsley Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-4
Sava Logan Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-5
Scannapieco Gus Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-6
Schaefer Alea Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-2
Schneider Eliana Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-2
Schreiber Elizabeth Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-2
Schultz Ella Brentwood  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-3
Scott Sierra Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-4
Self Eli Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-4
Sherrod Mae Hillsboro BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-1
Shonholtz Maddy Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-1
Shreve Madison Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-4
Silva Gabriella Page  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-4
Silva Lucca Page  BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-6
Skillen Wyatt Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-5
Skokol Nathalie Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-1
Slaughter Campbell Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-5
Small Brianna Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-1
Smalley Cathleen Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-1
Smith Ross Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-4
Smith Sean Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-4
Smith Trevor Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-4
Smith Liam Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-5
Smith Phoebe Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-4
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Sohr Ava Harpeth Hall RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-1
Solan Sara Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-3
Soto-Chavez Elizabeth Cameron College Prep RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-2
Spain Cooper Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-1
Sperry Emme Hillsboro RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-3
Srivastava Arnav Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-1
Stachurski Rita Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-1
Stewart Annie Harpeth Hall RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-1
Stinson Overton Page  BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-7
Strohm Anna Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-2
Stromatt Jacob Hillsboro BlueSenate S-3 BSB/16-3-5
Tarantin Libby Harpeth Hall RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-2
Thompson Blake Hillsboro BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-4
Thor Sloane Harpeth Hall BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-6
Thresher Justin Hillsboro RedHouse H-5 RHB/16-5-4
Tomlinson Joseph Page  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-4
Tran Phillip Cameron College Prep RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-4
Tresch Kristen Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-3
Trubey Emma Page  BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-4
Turner Ben Page  BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-6
Ungerbuehler Ethan Hillsboro RedSenate S-1 RSB/16-1-1
Vadlapati Saidhanya Page  BlueHouse H-5 BHB/16-5-2
Vinson John Page  RedSenate S-3 RSB/16-3-3
Wade Macey Brentwood  RedHouse H-3 RHB/16-3-3
Wakatsuki Yukino Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-7
Walker Sarah Hillsboro BlueHouse H-3 BHB/16-3-1
Webster Finn Page  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-4
Whatley Ella Hillsboro BlueSenate S-2 BSB/16-2-3
White Brianna Brentwood  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-3
Wiggs Noelle Hillsboro BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-6
Wilkins Elise Brentwood  RedHouse H-2 RHB/16-2-3
Williams Jacob Page  RedHouse H-1 RHB/16-1-1
Williams Etain Hillsboro RedSenate S-2 RSB/16-2-2
Wood Emily Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-2 BHB/16-2-2
Wyckoff Ella Page  BlueSenate S-1 BSB/16-1-3
Yammanur Neethu Page  RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-3
Yoon Logan Hillsboro RedHouse H-4 RHB/16-4-5
Young Lynleigh Harpeth Hall BlueHouse H-1 BHB/16-1-3
Zukas Morgan Page  BlueHouse H-4 BHB/16-4-6
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UNDERSTANDING THE COMMITTEE 

PROCESS 
 

What should delegates do during committee? 

 
1. Evaluate Bills 

o Evaluate bills using the criteria on the ranking form, i.e., Debate Potential, 

Feasibility, Statewide Impact & Correct Form  
o Will the end result be a meaningful contribution to a value-oriented society? 

o Will it have a positive effect on a significant number of citizens? 
o Is its issue worthy of legislative consideration? 
o Is the bill in conflict with the Constitution? (And if so, then has the bill been 

written in the form of a Constitutional Amendment?) 
o Does the bill provide for the concise accomplishment of its intended 

purposes? 

 

2. Make Amendments 
o Proposed amendments given in committee should be attached to the 

respective bill, with the proponents name(s) (persons offering the 
amendment) listed on the amendment. Any delegate may propose an 

amendment on any bill.  The committee will vote on the proposed 
amendment. In order to submit an amendment for vote, USE ONLY THE 
PROPER AMENDMENT FORM, and clearly indicate whether the amendment is 

FAVORABLE or UNFAVORABLE to its patrons. DO NOT write on the original 
bill. 

 
o A majority vote is required to pass an amendment in committee. 

Proponents should be prepared to present and defend the 

amendment on the floor as debate will take place on an amendment 
if it is deemed unfriendly by the bill patrons. 

 
o Committee proposed amendments will be considered on the floor directly 

after the bill’s patrons have presented the bill and moved for passage. 

 

3.  Debate (The rules for debate are listed in the Committee Guidelines.) 

    

4. Rank Bills 
o After each bill has been considered and some action has been taken, the 

committee will rank the respective bill.  Red House/Senate bills will be 
ranked separately from Blue House/Senate bills. 

 
o Each BILL TEAM will rank each bill on the ranking forms provided, based 

upon the instructions given by the Chair. (This means each team will fill out 
only ONE ranking per bill.) 
 

o Please be sure to write legibly on your ranking form. If there are any 
questions regarding legibility, the form in question will be thrown out. 
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SCRIPT FOR CCE YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT DEBATE              
by Tucker Cowden, MHMS 

 
*Outside of this guide, consult additional TN YMCA CCE supplements and 

Robert’s Rules of Order 
*Script is written with the assumption of more than one patron for the bill.  

If there is only one presenting patron, change statements to the singular 
(i.e. “Does the Patron” instead of “Do the Patrons”). 

 
Overview 

 
Youth in Government (YIG) debate should be seen in the context of the 

actual Tennessee General Assembly, where delegates act as State Senators 
and Representatives and the items debated are called bills.  Because of this 

setting, YIG delegates should have well-developed opinions on important 
state issues.  This applies especially to the bill that you are presenting.  It 

should address not only an issue that the delegates think is important, but 

one that is relevant to the current affairs of Tennessee and could actually be 
introduced to the General Assembly, and it should be very well-

researched.  Furthermore, delegates are to be completely in character, 
acting as if YIG were the actual TN General Assembly (so refer to the 

conference as “the state of Tennessee” or “the House/Senate” (depending on 
which you are a delegate in)). 

 
Asking Technical Questions (after being recognized by the chair) 

 
Speaker:  [States Name, States School, States One Question (must be a 

question that merits a response of yes, no, a number, a definition, or a 
short, expository rather than persuasive answer) (the question is directed to 

the presenting delegates)] 
 

Con/Pro Debate (after being recognized) 

 
*Delegates may take one or two of the three actions listed below (ask 

questions, speak to the floor, yield time to another delegate), but may not 
only yield time to another delegate (you can only ask questions or only 

speak, but cannot only yield time).  Also, if you are yielding time, you must 
ask to do this before beginning your speech or questions, and then state 

that you yield your time when you are finished with the first part. 
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Speaker:  (States Name, States School) and… 

 
To Ask A Series of Questions 

Speaker:  Do the Patrons yield to a possible series of questions? (Not: “a 
series of possible questions,” or “a question.”) 

Chair:  They do so yield 
Speaker:  (To Patrons) (Asks Questions and receives answers for up to two 

minutes, depending on the committee/house’s time structure). 
*It is important to note that questions asked as a Con speech should seek to 

criticize, or at least show skepticism for, the given bill.  Those asked as a Pro 
speech should do the opposite, emphasizing the positive aspects of the bill. 

 
To Address the Assembly 

Speaker:  May I address the floor? 
Chair:  That is your right. 

Speaker:  (Speaks to fellow delegates, not the patrons, for the allotted 

amount of time either in favor of (pro speech) or against (con speech) the 
bill).  

*You should never use the words “Con” or “Pro” in your speech unless 
referring to “a previous con speaker,” etc.  Con and Pro are not nouns or 

verbs that can be used to show your support or dislike of a bill (so do not 
say “I con this bill”). 

 
To Yield Remaining time after one of the above to a fellow delegate: 

Speaker:  May I yield the remainder of my time to a fellow delegate? 
Chair:  That is your right.  Please specify a delegate. 

Speaker:  [Names the delegate to be yielded to (refer to him/her by last 
name)] (Takes first action) 

*Delegates being yielded to should have the same opinion (pro or con) on 
the bill as the speakers that yield to them. 

 

Motions (must be made before the last con speech) 
Speaker:  (Shouts) Motion! 

Chair:  Rise and state your motion. 
Speaker:  (States Name, States School, States Motion—see table of motions 

in delegate manual) 
Chair:  [Takes it from there (decides if the motion is in order or not, asks 

for a second to the motion, and conducts a vote, usually by voice 
acclamation)] 

15



FORMAT FOR DEBATE 
 
 

This is the outline for debate procedure in 

committees, Senate, and House.  Keep these 

rules in mind when practicing presentations of 

your bill prior to the conference. 
 

 
 

Committee Procedure: 
 Patrons’ Introduction  2 Minutes 
 Technical Questions   2 Minutes 
 Con/Pro Debate   +/- 5 Minutes 
 Patrons’ Summation   1 Minute 
 
 
 
 

Amendments: 
 Amendment Sponsor’s Introduction  1 Minute 
 Con/Pro Debate     1 Round 
 Amendment Sponsor’s Summation  1 Minute  
   
 
 
 

Once the General Assembly convenes, time for 

technical questions and con/pro debate will 

likely be extended, at the discretion of the 

officers. 
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LEGISLATIVE GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

○ Act  

A statute (law) enacted by the legislature and signed by the governor or 
after 10 days allowed to become law without his signature. 

Private: Application to a limited area and subdivision of government. 
Public: Application to the entire state or of a general nature with local 

application. 
 

○ Adjournment  

Termination of a session for that day, with the hour and day of the next 

meeting being set prior to adjournment. 
 

○ Amendment  

Modification of a bill or resolution by adding or deleting the language of 
proposed legislation. 

 
○ Appropriations Act  

An act which appropriates money from the state treasury during a fiscal year 
to implement the state operating budget. Money may provided for other 

items of expenditure, such as local projects, through this act. 
 

○ Appropriations Bill  

A bill which appropriates money from the state treasury during a fiscal year 

to implement the state operating budget. Money may provided for other 
items of expenditure, such as local projects, through amendments to this 

bill. 

 
Bill  

A bill is proposed legislation introduced to enact a new law or change 
or repeal an existing law. 

 
Original: The bill introduced into the legislature and used throughout 

the legislative process until engrossed. 
 

Engrossed: A bill as passed by a house with corrections or 
adjustments made for amendments. 

 
Enrolled: A bill as finally passed by both houses and prepared for 

signature of the presiding officers of both houses and transmittal to 
the governor for signature or veto. 
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Prefiled: A bill filed between legislative sessions with the chief clerk 
of either house. Prefiled bills are numbered and printed in 

preparation for the session. 
 

○ Budget  

The budget is the recommended appropriations of state revenues presented 

by the Governor to the General Assembly in the form of a document for its 
consideration during the legislative session. It is filed with the chief clerks in 

the form of a bill and known during the budget process as the Appropriations 
Bill. 

 
○ Calendar  

Consent: A bill calendar used to allow rapid floor consideration for 

final passage of noncontroversial bills. 
Regular: Written calendars (lists of bills to be considered for third 

reading) required to be posted in the Senate Chamber at least 24 
hours prior to consideration by the Senate or in the House Chamber 

at least 48 hours prior to consideration by the House. Senate rules 
limit the Senate calendar to 14 general bills, plus holdovers, while 

House rules place the maximum at 25, including any bills held over 
from previous calendars or any bills set by special order and 

excluding only those bills "bumped" or objected to on a Consent 
Calendar. 

 
○ Caption  

Brief description of a bill's contents appearing on a bill and the bill's jacket. A 
bill's content cannot be any broader than its caption. 

 

○ Chief Clerk  

A non-member selected by the speaker of each house to serve as its 

administrative officer. Bills are filed with the chief of each house. 
 

○ Committee  

A group of legislators of one or both houses which conducts studies 

and/or makes recommendations to the Senate and/or House. 
 

Conference: A committee composed of members of both houses 
created to propose to the two houses a means to resolve differences 

in a bill when the one house does not concur in amendments made 
by the opposite house which refuses to recede from its action. 

Members are appointed by the speakers of each house. 

Joint: A committee composed of members of both houses. 
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Select: A committee established by the speaker of a house 
composed of members of that house for a designated purpose. 

Standing: A permanent committee of the Senate or House with 
subject matter jurisdiction defined by rules of its house, which 

functions both during and between legislative sessions to conduct 
public hearings on proposed legislation, review proposed 

administrative rules, make its own studies of problems, make reports 
and recommendations to the house it serves. 

 
○ Companion Bill  

Identical copies of a bill introduced in both the Senate and House. 
 

○ Executive Order  

A written document issued by the governor to effectuate a purpose over 
which he has authority. 

 
○ Fiscal Note  

A statement prepared by the Fiscal Review Committee submitted in 
connection with a bill, resolution or amendment to indicate its fiscal effect or 

estimated dollar implications as to cost or revenue. 
 

○ Fiscal Year  

The twelve-month period for which appropriations, budgets and financial 

reports are made. The state's fiscal year commences on July and ends the 
following June 30. 

 

○ Item Veto  

Power exercised by the governor to veto specified items (single amounts of 

money) of an appropriation bill, while signing the remainder of the bill into 
law. 

 
○ Journal  

A daily published record of the proceedings of each house. The journal of the 
entire session is printed after the close of each session. 

 
○ Legislative Intent  

The purpose for which a measure is introduced and/or passed. 
 

○ Majority  

A constitutional majority in the Senate is 17 votes; in the House, 50 votes. 
 

 

19



○ Resolution  

Joint: Legislation requesting a study or expressing the views or 
sentiments of both houses but originating in one house. After 

passage, the joint resolution (e.g. House Joint Resolution 55 or 
Senate Joint Resolution 34) is signed by both speakers and the 

governor. 
Simple: Legislation expressing the views of one house. After 

passage, a House Resolution or Senate Resolution is signed by the 
respective speaker of the house. 

 
○ Session  

Regular: The 90-legislative-day session held over a two-year 
general assembly. A general assembly will convene on the second 

Tuesday of January in an odd-numbered year, meet for an 

organizational session, and recess for about two weeks. Upon 
returning, the general assembly will typically meet until mid-to-late 

May when it adjourns. In an even-numbered year, no organizational 
session or recess will take place, and regular session will usually end 

around mid-to-late April depending upon the number of legislative 
days used. 

Extraordinary: A session of the legislature held in the interim 
between regular sessions, called for a specific number of days by the 

governor or upon petition of two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house. It is restricted to matters specifically enumerated in the 

call. Frequently referred to as a special session. 
 

○ Sine die Adjournment  

Final adjournment at the completion of a session. 

 

○ Suspension of the Rules  

Parliamentary procedure whereby actions can be taken which would 

otherwise be out of order. A two-thirds vote of each body present and voting 
is required to adopt a motion to suspend the rules 

 
○ Vote  

Formal expression of will or decision by the legislative body. 
 

○ Yield  

The relinquishing of the floor to another member to speak or ask a question. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 

Introductory Note: The YMCA Youth in Government is modeled after the 

Tennessee General Assembly. The circumstances of the Youth in Government have 
required some of its rules of procedure to vary from the practices of the General 
Assembly. In questions or issues not addressed by the following rules, the YMCA 

Center for Civic Engagement staff may look to the rules of the General Assembly or 
to Robert’s Rules of Order for clarification or guidance.  

 

I. Rank of Motions 
Motions shall be ranked as follows: 
Adjourn 

Recess 
Lay on the Table 

Previous Question 
Amend an Amendment 
Amend the Bill  

Postpone Indefinitely 
Adopt a Bill 

 
A motion shall be in order when it outranks all other pending motions.  For 
instance, if a motion to recognize an amendment is pending, moving the 

previous question shall be in order. 
 

All of these motions require a second. 
 

1. Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn must be made by the floor leader.  It is non-

debatable and shall be voted on immediately.  It takes a simple majority for 
passage. 

 It should include the time the house is adjourning to, except for the final motion 
to adjourn, which shall specify no time (adjourn sine die). 

2. Recess: A motion to recess should be expressed in terms of recessing for a 

specified length of time (e.g. recess for one hour for lunch).  Or, you may recess 
at the call of the Speaker.  A motion to recess is non-debatable and takes a 

simple majority for passage. 
3. Previous Question: This is the method for ending debate immediately.  As 

soon as this motion is made and seconded, it is voted on.  It requires a two-

thirds majority for adoption.  If the motion fails, debate resumes as before.   
 The previous question may be moved on any of the motions that rank below it.  

However, if more than one motion is pending, the person moving the previous 
question should specify which motion the previous question applies to.  For 
instance, if there is a motion to amend a bill, the previous question may be 

moved on the motion to amend or the motion to adopt the bill.  If it is moved on 
the motion to adopt the bill, it implicitly includes the motion to amend.  If the 

previous question is adopted, the house will first vote on the amendment and 
then on the motion to adopt the bill. If the previous question applies only to the 

amendment, the house will vote on the amendment then continue debating the 
bill. Note: moving the previous question ends debate. The sponsors’ summation 
is not part of the formal debate, so a successful previous question motion will 
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begin the sponsors’ summation. Should the chamber wish to forego the 
summation, then a motion to suspend the rules to that effect is in order. 

4. Postpone to a certain time: This is a method for delaying consideration of a 

bill for a specified length of time (as opposed to tabling, which postpones at the 
discretion of the house).  The motion is debatable and requires a simple 

majority for adoption.  It can be amended.  The motion may be expressed in 
terms of a specific time (e.g. 3 p.m.) or in terms of a relative time (e.g. the first 
bill tomorrow). 

 
 If a bill is postponed to a certain time, it automatically has the highest priority 

for consideration at that time.  No motion is necessary to bring back before the 
house. 

5. Amendment:  An amendment is a method of changing details within a motion 

to eliminate flaws, clear ambiguities, etc.  It is debatable, may be amended, and 
takes a simple majority for adoption.  In order for an amendment to be a 

considered it must be germane to the bill without changing its intent. 
 
 An amendment must be written and submitted to the Clerk on an amendment 

form before it may be considered. 
 

 After a delegate has filed an amendment with the Clerk, the Clerk shall notify 
the Speaker, and the Speaker shall recognize the sponsor of the amendment as 
soon as possible.  The speaker shall then ask the Clerk to read the amendment 

and following its reading, the Speaker shall ask the patron of the bill whether or 
not it is friendly amendment.  If it is friendly, it may be passed by acclamation.  

If it is not, and is ruled germane, debate must ensue; with the sponsor of the 
amendment starting debate with introductory remarks on said amendment. The 
sponsor of the bill or resolution has the right to be the first speaker against the 

unfriendly amendment in debate. 
 

 An amendment must be in one of three forms: 
 

TO DELETE… You must be specific about what part of the bill 

you are deleting. 
TO INSERT…You must be give specific wording to be inserting 

and the specific location of where it is to be inserted. 
TO SUBSTITUTE… A combination of the above. 

 
6. Under no circumstances may the title of a bill be amended. 
 If a bill is adopted in the first house and amended in the second house, it 

must return to the first house for consideration of the amendments.  When 
the bill is returned to the first house, the sponsor should make one of two 

motions. 
 

1) “I move that the amendments be adopted and the bill be 

made to  
conform to the Senate/House version.” 

   “ I move that the amendments be rejected.” 
 

Neither of these amendments may be amended.  They are both debatable and 

both require a simple majority for adoption. 
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7. Postpone Indefinitely: This is method of “freezing” a bill.  It is debatable, 
may not be amended, and requires a simple majority for passage.  If 
adopted, all consideration of the bill ceases and the house proceeds to 

consider the next bill. The only way the house can return to considering the 
‘frozen’ bill is a successful motion to reconsider.   

8. Main Motion: This is the actual consideration and vote on whether or not to 
adopt a bill as presented to the house by its sponsors.  The bill is debatable 
and is subject to all motions listed above.  

 

 

 

II. INCIDENTAL MOTIONS 
9. Incidental Motions: Incidental motions are matters which need to be 

brought  
 before the house immediately.  They must pertain to the business before the 

house.  They have no rank among themselves and outrank all other motions, 

except to recess or adjourn.  Only one incidental motion may be pending at a 
time.  The incidental motions are covered in rules 12-15. 

10.  Point of Order: If a delegate feels the rules of order are being breached, 
he/she may make a point of order, requesting the Speaker to make a ruling 
on the question involved.  If the speaker fails to recognize the infraction, 

he/she may ask the delegate to explain his/her complaint.  This motion does 
not require a second.  This motion should be used with discretion and in a 

constructive manner.   
11.  Appeals: After the Speaker has made a ruling on a matter, such as a point 

of order, the house can review his/her decision.  The appeal is subject to the 

general rule of debate, and the speaker may explain his/her decision.  The 
Speaker does not have to relinquish the chair during the discussion.  It takes 

a simple majority to overrule the Speaker’s decision and pass the appeal. 
12.  Suspend the Rules: When the house desires to consider a motion or do 

something that would violate these rules, it can suspend the Rules.  A motion 

to suspend  the rules requires a second, is subject to limited debate (one 
speaker for and one against), and requires a two-thirds majority for passage. 

A motion to suspend must include the purpose for suspending the rules.  
Once that purpose has been accomplished, the rules are automatically back 
in effect.  No motion or action is necessary to reinstate the rules. 

13.  Division of the House: Immediately after a vote by acclamation, any three 
members of the Senate or any five members of the House may demand a 

placard or roll call vote.  Delegates desiring a roll call vote should remember 
that roll call votes are time-consuming and prevent the chamber from 
moving on to other business. Delegates calling for division should raise their 

hand and call for division of the house between the first and second rap of 
the gavel. 

 

REQUESTS AND INQUIRES 
14. Point of Personal Privilege: A request to make the debate surrounding 

more comfortable (ex. If a delegate is not speaking loud enough, the room 
is too hot or too cold, etc.)  This point should be used with discretion. 

15. Requests and Inquires require no motion, second, or vote and are the 
prerogative of any members.  They are proper at any time, but may not 

interrupt a speaker.  
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16. Parliamentary Inquiry: A request for the Speaker’s opinion on a matter 
concerning the rules of procedure.  This is not a request for a ruling. 

17. Point of Information: A request for facts affecting the business at hand – 

directed at the chair or another member.  This point should be used with 
discretion.   

 

III. COMMITTEES 
18. Committees to be established: Standing committees will be established 

by the YMCA Center for Civic Engagement. 
19.  Officer: There shall be a Chairperson and Co-Chairperson for each 

committee, who will be appointed by the YMCA Center for Civic 
Engagement. 

20.  Each delegate may serve on a committee.  All delegates, including 
committee officers, shall be assigned to the same committee as their bill. 

21.  Introductory remarks, questions, debate: When a bill comes up in 

committee, the Sponsors will be given time for introductory remarks about 
the bill followed by a period for technical questions, after which limited 

debate will begin.  When debate is concluded, the sponsors will be given 
time for closing remarks. 

22.  Patrons’ Rights – Patrons’ Rights may only be invoked twice during 
debate and only for the purpose of correcting the information or statements 
made by a speaker.  When Patrons’ Rights are invoked they do not take up 

a pro speech and are limited to thirty seconds.  If Patrons’ Rights are used 
incorrectly the chair reserves the right to interrupt the patron. 

23.  Majority Vote:  In the final vote on any bill, a constitutional majority is 
necessary for passage.  Otherwise, a majority of those present and voting 
shall decide any question, unless a two-thirds majority is specified in the 

rules.  Persons who abstain from voting shall not be counted for either side 
when deciding the outcome of a vote. For the purposes of Youth in 

Government, a constitutional majority shall be a majority of voting 
members seated in the chamber. In the Red Senate, this number should be 
18 (34 seats); in the Red House, this number should be 51 (100 seats). In 

the Blue chambers, this number will be determined by the YMCA Center for 
Civic Engagement. 

24. Sponsors: The sponsors of a bill or resolution before a committee or in 
chambers may vote on any and all motions brought before the body, 
including the main motion on their bill or resolution. The sponsors may not 

be recognized as speakers during the formal debate unless another 
member of the body asks them to yield to questions or points of 

information. 
25. Quorum: Two-thirds of any given body (committee or chamber) shall 

constitute a quorum in which to do business, including the ranking or 

passage or failure of bills or resolutions. Officers and delegates alike should 
make every effort to ensure a quorum during conference sessions. 

26. Companion Bills: The CCE Office may, at its discretion, appoint as 
Companion Bills any bills submitted to different chambers of the Youth in 
Government by different sponsors that have the same intent and content. 

In such cases, should each chamber pass its Companion Bill, both bills shall 
be sent to the Governor’s Cabinet without being sent to the other chamber 

for its approval. 
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